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NORTH AMERICAN VERSATILE HUNTING DOG association 

SAN DIEGO CHAPTER 

 

Presidents Message 

VOLUME 5      ISSUE 1 AUG. 2011 

Please send your dues, new membership applications, etc. to: 

TREASURERS REPORT: 

Beginning Balance:                $3,389.67 

Income:                                   $325.00 

Expenses:                              -$93.50 

 

Ending Balance:                     $3,621.17 

ASSETS: 

Boat, Signs,  

T-shirts, Hats, Heeling 

Stakes, 2 Shotguns, First Aid 

Kits, Zinger Winger 

We had a great turnout for our Annual 

Chapter Picnic on the 24th.  A big thank you 

to Barbara and Richard Thomas for hosting 

at their home in Poway.  It was a little warm 

at first but then the cloud cover came in 

and it was a pleasant afternoon.  As usual, 

the dishes were fantastic.  Thanks to the 

membership for contributing. 

The Summer Picnic was also election time 

for new club officers.  We  

had unanimous approval for the new slate 

of officers.  Thank you to all the new folks 

who agreed to help the club.  We will have a 

great two years ahead of us.  Here are the 

newly elected officers for the San Diego 

Chapter: 

Ericka Dennis - President 

Jeff Derbes - Vice President 

Mark Miller - Secretary 

Ed Gebelein - Treasurer 

Matt Moore - Newsletter Editor 

Gary Willhite - Training Coordinator 

Gabby Awbrey - Training Coordinator 

As you can see, there are a few folks who 

agreed to stay on and help.  This is a big 

relief to me because it makes the transition 

smoother when you have experienced peo-

ple.  I also commend Jeff, Gary and Gabby 

for their continued support. 

I would also like to say thank you to the 

past board.  We worked well together and 

had a lot of fun.  Sometimes if felt like work 

but usually we pulled together to have pro-

ductive training and test days. Thank you 

to: 

Lance Lauricha - Vice President 

Gary Willhite - Secretary 

Alis Anderson - Treasurer 

Jeff Derbes - Newsletter Editor 

Gabby Awbrey - Training Coordinator 

Now on to training days.  The newly elected 

board has already met and scheduled our 

training days for the next 6 months.  We are 

staying in town for August and Septem-

ber until the foxtails and heat start going 

away.  Start planning now for a camping 

weekend in Imperial Valley.  Mark your cal-

endars for November 19-20th.  We will be 

camping at Wister for the weekend and 

combining training days and wild pheasant 

hunting. 

 Two local chapters are having fall tests: 

Southern California on September 24-25 

and Inland Empire on October 8th-9th.  If 

you are testing, let us know and we will help 

you any way we can.  If you are available, go 

up and volunteer to help.  I will be there! 

 Don't forget the Annual Meeting in Janu-

ary.  Planning and donations are ongoing.  

Talk to Gary Willhite if you would like to 

volunteer to help that weekend.  We need a 

few more folks to monitor the registration 

desk and help with the banquet on Satur-

day Night.  If you have a donation idea, see 

Gabby Awbrey. 

  

See you in August! 

  

Ericka  
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Schedule of 

events 

August 13th Training day @ 

Fiesta Island 

August 21st  So Cal Navhda 

Training day @ prado 

 

So Cal chapter testing 

 sep.24-25 

 

Inland Empire testing 

Oct. 8th-9th 

 

Future Test Dates 

Versatile Breed:  Portuguese Pointer 
A Portuguese Pointer, 

(Portuguese: Per-

digueiro Português) is a 

breed of dog developed 

as a gun dog. It is one 

of several pointing 

breeds and is mainly 

used in Red-legged Par-

tridge hunting. The Por-

tuguese pointer 

(perdigueiro Português) 

arose from the ancient 

Iberian hunting dogs 

with his presence in 

Portugal traceable to 

the early Twelfth Cen-

tury. Initially the dog 

was bred in the royal kennels and later became a very 

popular hunting dog for the lower classes of soci-

ety. In the Eighteenth Century, many English fami-

lies established a presence in the region of 

Oporto in the business of wine production and 

came to know the Portuguese hunting breed 

which was taken to England where they played a 

part in the origin of the English pointer. However, 

during the Nineteenth Century when Portugal was 

experiencing considerable social hardships, the 

breed began a progressive decline. It was not 

until the 1920's when some breeders made an 

effort to salvage the breed by locating some of 

the ancient Portuguese dogs in the inaccessible 

north of Portugal. The Portuguese pedigree book 

was then established in 1932 and breed stan-

dard in 1938. For at least a thousand years, this 

dog has always had the same square head, a 

marked stop, triangular ears and compact look.  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portuguese_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dog_breed
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dog
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gun_dog
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pointer_%28dog%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red-legged_Partridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red-legged_Partridge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oporto
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wine_production
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_pointer


3  

 

This years summer potluck was 

hosted by Richard and Barbara 

Thomas at their beautiful home 

in poway. If you were unable to at-

tend you surely missed out on de-

licious dishes and we hope to see 

you next summer. 
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August 13th Training Day Fiesta Island 

We will be meeting 8:00am at Fiesta  

Island.We will be working on water and 

field work.(may be limited due to foxtails) 

Click on map to go to Google maps, Type in 

starting point in the box labeled A and click 

get directions. 
Or input 32°46’ 20.6”N 117°12’ 44.6”W into your 

GPS  

All training site directions can be downloaded from the website: www.sandiegonavhda.com 

Training Days Schedule 

 August 13th Fiesta Island 

 September 11th High on  

      Kennels 

 October 1st Prado 

 November 19th-20th 

     Wister and Finney Ramer  

     Camping ,Training and Hunt 

 December 4th Christmas  

     Party (Location TBD) 

http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=Fiesta+Island+Rd&hl=en&ll=32.771308,-117.207663&spn=0.014163,0.027874&sll=32.984265,-117.29266&sspn=0.850128,1.759186&geocode=FeMQ9AEdxnkD-Q&mra=mr&z=16
http://www.sandiegonavhda.com/sub_pages/training_location_list.htm
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It was a LONG and VERY HOT weekend at the UKC show in Riverside this week-

end. It was 4 shows in a weekend and Piper was able to achieve a UKC Cham-

pion title at just 8 months old! I was so proud of her since I have not even 

worked with her on stacking, inspection, leading, etc at all since she has been 

away at field training but she lis-

tened really well to me and what I 

asked of her and we were in 

pretty good sink with each other 

and we "winged" it pretty well I 

would have to say. Most of all 

due to her and her willingness 

and great personality. 

During one of her Group 1 wins 

she was up against 6 Gun Dog 

breeds and all older more mature 

dogs so I was so proud we won 

over such a strong group. That 

was one of the highlights! We 

won Group 1 again the second 

day and took 2nd in Group 1, and 

I was so honored to be with 

some very impressive dogs that already had lots of accomplishments. My little 

"Poop Stain" did great! I love her! Now it's back to field work for some upcom-

ing events in Aug, Sept and Oct! 

~Jessica 

Congrats Jessica Hanson  & Piper - UKC Champion 
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The Field and Beyond 
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On July 9 and 10 we attended the Handler Clinic 

sponsored by Inland Empire NAVHDA. The clinic was 

conducted by Senior Judge Philip Swain who clarified 

and amplified the information found in the NAVHDA 

publication Aims, Programs, Test Rules.  Our own 

Gabby Awbrey was the other “Judge” and as an appren-

tice judge he contributed much to the discussion and 

organization in the field. 

 

Each day’s instruction began over breakfast at 

Harry’s Café. The communication of information was 

enhanced by use of a Power Point presentation and handouts. After the presentation and discus-

sion, we would head out to the field to apply what had just been learned. 

 

The first day covered the 

Natural Ability Test. Deb-

bie Abel and Tony   As-

tran put their dogs Sage 

and Dora through their 

paces in a simulated 

test. The second day 

was devoted to the Util-

ity Test. Cliff Fleming’s 

dog Jazz and Sylvia Han-

sen/Gary Willhite’s dog 

Yoli was put to the test.    

 

Those of us not handling dogs functioned in 

teams of three as judges. After, observing 

each dog in action, we fully discussed each 

performance and came up with a score. 

Questions and differences of opinions were 

welcomed. All discussion took place within a 

positive and encouraging social environment. 

The feedback received was invaluable.  

 

We highly recommend that anyone 

who has not yet gone to a clinic do so. This 

will help you to move more efficiently toward 

your goal of having a well trained versatile 

hunting companion. 

 

Handler Clinic Report 
By Sylvia Hansen and Gary Willhite 
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For all our hard work at cattails replanting day 

Bob Worrell Made this sign 

Thanks Bob 

Unfortunate News 

BE AWARE!  BE AWARE  !   With sad heart.  
 
June 25 (Handler Clinic), I had my two young pups (6 mo and 3mo) old pups at San Jacinto.  
July 18 all three pups (new pup 14 wks) at the vet for check up and rabies. July 23 training at 
SJ with the club.   
Monday 25th was to meet with Cliff at my place, had to cancel due my 6 mo old pup looked 
sick, took him to the vet to be shocked with "Parvo" diagnostic, and lost him on the 28th. 
(even though he was up-to-date on his vaccines). It came on quick, so please take your pups 
to have them checked,bring them up-to-date on vaccines.  
 

Garo 
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From American Hunter magazine 

Articles of interest 
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From waterfowl & retriever magazine 
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Training Days 
Guidelines & Procedures 

 

 Dogs are to be under control at all times 

(leash rule is in effect) 

 Everyone in the field must wear blaze or-

ange hat, t-shirt or vest and have com-

pleted a hunter safety class or have a hunt-

ing license 

 Children are to be supervised and remain 

within the designated parking area at all 

times 

 No Alcohol on premises 

 Shotguns must be break open only 

San Diego Officers 
President:  Ericka Dennis   (760) 634-2250 

Vice President:  Jeff Derbes (858) 409-0191 

Treasurer:  Ed Gebelein (949) 388-1350 

Secretary:  Mark Miller (619)384-5363 

Training Coordinators:  

Gabby Awbrey  (951) 473-5589 

Gary Willhite (619) 672-3264 

Newsletter Editor: Matt Moore (619)300-3770 

 

 

 

We solicit newsletter contributions 

(stories, photographs, recipes, advertise-

ments) from club members. Please send all 

contributions to the editor: Matt Moore 

(honda140@cox.net) 

Matt Moore 

3557 Ponderosa Dr. 

Oceanside, CA. 92058 

Website: www.sandiegonavhda.com 

NORTH AMERICAN VERSA TILE HUNTING DOG 

ASSOCIATION 

SAN DIEGO CHAPTER  

Our national sponsors 

http://www.sandiegonavhda.com/index.html

