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Oct. 22nd The San Diego Chapter Of 

the National Wild Turkey Federation 

&The City of San Diego Public Utilities 

Department are sponsoring turkey 

hunt drawings 
(Continued on page 6) 
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Canine Heroes 

The San Diego Chapter 

has had quite a 

month!  We sent 6 

dogs to the invitational 

and tested 3 dogs in 

On September 11, 

2001, we saw a very 

special breed of hero. 

Ten Years later, we re-

main in debt to the 

search and rescue 

dogs who, along with 

their handlers, entered 
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  Presidents Message Fall Turkey Tune up 
2011 

the maelstrom at the  

World Trade Center, the 

Pentagon and the fields 

of Shanksville, PA. We 

will never forget those 

selfless acts. 

 

         ( continued on page 5) 

May this hunting season be Greta’s best 

(continued on page 10) 
The Invitational Crew 

(continued on page 11) 

Invitational Report 

Natural Ability.  Our 

success rate was 

impressive.  It is a 

testament to our 

dedication to our 

dogs and to our 

fellow chapter 

members.  Like 

the old saying 

goes "Just like it 

takes a village 

to raise a child, 

it takes a chap-

ter to train a 

dog."  I am 

proud to an-

nounce the fol-

lowing suc-

cesses:  Kirt 

(Continued on page 8) 

Piper Gunning for the top 

Hanson's Winsome Piper, our 10 

month old female-

weim, took two wins at 

her field trial this past 

weekend up in Ore-

gon, filling all the 

(Continued on page 12) 

Bob Smith 

with  

Greta 

Piper Ericka and Regina 
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Schedule 

of events 

 

Inland Empire testing 

Oct. 8th-9th 

(Click here for Info) 

 

GSPCSD HUNT TEST 

Oct. 22nd-23rd 

 

Future Test Dates 

The Brittany is a hearty, medium-sized, leggy dog. The dog's long 
legs are the same height at the shoulders as the length of the 
body. The medium sized, rounded head is wedge-shaped, but not 
quite as wide in length. The stop slopes mildly. The muzzle is me-
dium in length. The nose has wide nostrils and comes in fawn, 
tan, shades of brown or deep pink, depending on the color of its 
coat. Black noses are not permitted in the show ring. The teeth 
meet in a scissors bite. Eyes come in colors of dark brown to 
shades of amber and hazel, depending on the coat color. The tri-
angular ears are set high, laying flat close to the head. The feet 
are small with well arched toes and thick pads. The tail is set 
high, either naturally short or docked to 4 inches or less (10 cm.). 
Note: it is illegal to crop tails in most of Europe. Dewclaws are sometimes removed. The single coat is lightly 
feathered, never curly, but dense, flat or wavy. All over the world the Brittany or Epagneul Breton accepts 5 col-
ors orange and white, liver and white, black and white, liver tri-color, and black tricolor, in either a clear or roam 
pattern, with some ticking.  The USA (AKC) and Canada (CKC) do not recognize black. All other countries world 
wide do accept all colors and follow the FCI standard of the breed.Height: Dogs 17-21 inches (43-53 cm.)   

Bitches 18-20 inches (46-51 cm.) Weight: Dogs 35-40 pounds (16-18 kg.)  Bitches 30-40 pounds (14-18 kg.)  

 

THE UTILITY SOURCE  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 Prado 

Training  Day 

 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Inland  

Empire Test 

9 Inland  

Empire Test 

10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 GSPCSD 

Hunt Test 

23 GSPCSD 

Hunt Test 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

October 2011 

Versatile Breed: Brittany spaniel 

http://inlandempirenavhda.org/
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We met at 8 AM at in the beautiful hills of santa ysabel @ High on Kennels 

owned by Tracy Presson.Thank you Tracy for having us. We had three sta-

tions ,  water work at the pond,  UT field work on the lower field and puppy 

field work on the upper field. It was a good day for training. 

OCT. 2011 Volume 5 Issue 3 

 

September 11th Training Day 

In Attendance: 

     Handler:                                                   Dog:  

    Mark Miller                                              Tasha 

    Doug & Ellen Kincaid                        D.O.G/Gelati 

    Matt Moore                                              Rody 

    Micheal Belluso                                       Hank 

    Scott Galbraith                                        Gracie 

    Andy Galbraith                                              “ 

   Chuck & Sherry Kushell                           Halsey 

    Richard Thomas                                       Sarge 

    Bob Smith                                                 Heidi 

    Sylvia Hansen & Gary Willhite                 Yoli 

    Jeff Derbes                                                Ace 

    Jeff Meeker                                               Lucy 

    Mark Matteson                                         Beau 

    Fred Holt                                                   Pearl 

THE UTILITY SOURCE  

http://highonkennels.com/
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More training day pics 

THE UTILITY SOURCE  
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Honoring canine heroes of 9/11 

THE UTILITY SOURCE  

Click on picture to watch short video 

http://www.akc.org/AKCSept11/?utm_source=silverpop&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=akc911
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If you are interested, click on links to download flyers  

Or go to the Website :sandiegoturkey.com 

Fall Turkey Tune up 2011 

 

http://www.mediafire.com/?235f8g7mwgg1w88
http://www.mediafire.com/?e97crzztyeznc2q
http://sandiegoturkey.com/
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GSPCSD  H u n t  Te s t  
German Shorthaired Pointer Club of San Diego 

Is hosting an AKC hunt test in Oak Grove Valley. This test is open to all  

registrable pointing breeds. 

Get your entries in early! 

 

 

(Click here to download flyer and registration forms) 

Head East along Hwy 79 

out of Temecula for 22 

miles. 

 

(Click here for google map) 

then 

Insert starting address in 

box labeled A and click get 

directions. 

http://www.mediafire.com/?sk1589hgg1uxrd2
http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=37351+California+79,+Palomar-Julian,+CA+92086&hl=en&sll=33.38495,-116.787323&sspn=0.003498,0.006968&geocode=FTJq_QEd8PYJ-SljH2_aUr3bgDGdPJK4p4TzXA&vpsrc=0&mra=prev&t=h&z=17
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Please send your dues ,membership apps to: 

Ed Gebelein 

2237 Calle Opalo 

San Clemente, CA. 92673 
(Single Membership $25 Family $35) 

 

President’s Message 

ASSETS: 

Boat, Signs,  

T-shirts, Hats, Heeling 

Stakes, 2 Shotguns, First 

Aid Kits, Zinger Winger 

TREASURERS REPORT: 

Beginning Balance:                $3,469.17 

Income:                                      $242.00 

Expenses:                                 -$196.39 

 

Ending Balance:                      $3514.39 

Gilliland-NA Prize I, Greg Smith-
NA Prize I, Mark Matteson-NA 
Prize II, Carlos and Juan Her-
nandez-3 Versatile Champions, 
Gabby Awbrey handling for Tim 
Dalton-Versatile Champion, and 
Brett Marek VC Title 2012.  I sa-
lute you all! 
  

We still have several events 
throughout the remainder of 
2011 starting October 1st with 
training day at Prado. Then, the 
Inland Empire chapter has 
their very first test on the week-
end of October 8th.. Come on 
out and volunteer.  I will be there 
helping out.  Don't forget in No-
vember we have a special camp-
ing weekend in Imperial Valley.  
It's a great place to get in some 
wild bird hunting and the training 
opportunities are the best.  We 
are looking forward to our annual 

Christmas Party in December.  If 
you would like to volunteer your 
house for the potluck, please let 
me know. 
  

Continuing planning is still happen-
ing for the annual meeting.  If you 
haven't already volunteered, see 
Gary Willhite.  We have a few 
spots open for help during the 
weekend.  We also need a spouse 
who is not interested in the event 
to possibly escort some other 
spouses around town.  There will 
be lots to do over the weekend and 
I am happy to see most of the 
chapter has already pledged their 
support.  We will be in touch as the 
time gets closer to let you know the 
specifics of your volunteer position. 
  

See you on October 1st! 
  

Ericka Dennis  
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Training Day OCTOBER 1ST 

All training site directions can be downloaded from the website: www.sandiegonavhda.com 

Training Days Schedule 

 October 1st Prado 

 November 19th-20th 

     Wister and Finney Ramer  

     Camping ,Training and Hunt 

 December 4th Christmas  

     Party (Location TBD) 

Prado Recreation Dog Park 

 

We will be meeting 8:00 AM Oct. 1st @ Prado Rec-

reation Dog Park 

Prado Recreation Dog Park 

17505 Euclid Ave. 

Chino, CA. 91708 
 

THE UTILITY SOURCE  

http://www.sandiegonavhda.com/sub_pages/training_location_list.htm
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Bob and Jackie Smith's 10 year old GSP Greta was diagnosed with an inop-
erable, subcutaneous hemangiosarcoma tumor.  Hemangiosarcoma is an 
aggressive, malignant cancer of blood vessel cells.  Right now she is doing fine and they 

hope she will be able to do some hunting this season . 
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The San Diego Chapter Takes The Invitational by Storm!! 

What a great weekend the San Diego Chap-

ter had at the Invitational Hunt Test in 

Bloomingdale Ohio, September 15-18!  This 

was the culmination of years of training, 

testing, driving, birds, gas, time, effort not to 

mention a lot of #$^%#$% and drinking! 

Carlos Hernandez, Juan Hernandez, Brett 

Marek, Tim Dalton, Gabby Awbrey and I de-

cided that we all needed to work together to 

make this happen.  It began late last year 

when we realized that passing the Utility 

Test with a Prize I was not the end, but the 

beginning of a journey together.  Around 

April or May we started making phone calls 

and setting dates to train.  As the time got 

closer, our nerves started showing and the 

training got more intense.   The dogs started 

showing some stress as the holes in our 

training began to surface.  We fought 

through the difficulties.   We met at every 

place we could and got as many birds as we 

could.  We coached each other through the 

good and the bad.  It all paid off when those 

scores were read. 

Carlos and Juan drove back to Ohio a week 

early and camped at Mingo Sportsmen’s 

Club.  They trained right up until the last 

minute.  Brett flew in a week early to train 

with them.  Gabby waited to see if Tim’s 

Baby would arrive before the test, thereby 

allowing Tim to fly back.  Well, that didn’t 

quite happen so Gabby stepped up to run 

Tim’s dog Coco.  Gabby and I arrived on 

Wednesday, Coco arrived on Friday. 

Brett and Carlos were the first to test on Friday.  

The rain cleared that day but the fog continued 

until around 11:00 which caused a big delay.  

The water was still warm in the ponds and the 

wind was not too bad.  We had to wait until 

8:30 to hear the scores that night. 

MIRACLE MIO VOM BEAVER CREEKS – Owned 

and handled by Carlos Hernandez, Score 197 

PASS! 

GREAT OAK'S WILD ONE (Beau) - Owned and 

handled by Brett Marek, Score 175 and No 

Pass.  Brett just couldn’t get Beau to complete 

the blind retrieve.  Other than that, he did very 

well and his field marks were perfect.  Beau is a 

young dog and has already qualified for the 

2012 invitational where he will be passing next 

year! 

On Saturday, Carlos went out again with his 

female Star and I was ready to go with Regina.  

Again, the weather was still improving and the 

fog was totally cleared.  I was nervous to the 

point of being sick and tried to pull myself to-

gether for the dog’s sake.  Luckily, I had a great 

field judge, a good brace mate and the best 

sequence of events.  It all helps! 

REGINA DI CASCINA CROCE – Owned by Ericka 

& Robert Dennis, handled by Ericka Dennis, 

Score 192 PASS! 

SHARP SHOOTERS PRIMA DONNA (Star) – 

Owned and Handled by Carlos Hernandez, 

Score 192 PASS! 

 

Sunday came 

around and we had 

our last two han-

dlers ready to go.  

Juan’s dog Cora 

just started her 

heat and had to run Sunday.  Tim never made it 

because his baby was still not here.  Although 

his wife said he could go ½ hour after the baby 

was born.  How great is that? 

CORA VOM STILLWATER – Owned and handled 

by Juan Hernandez, Score 200 PASS! 

 

GREAT OAK'S RICOCHET (Coco)-Owned by 

Tim Dalton, handled by Gabby Awbrey, Score 

178 PASS! 

Congratulations to Tim Dalton. His son Max 

Allen Dalton was born the same day!  The 

last judge to announce the score for Juan 

commented “You guys (the San Diego Chap-

ter) should come east more often!”  I think 

we impressed everyone back there with our 

cooperation and cohesiveness.  The powers 

that be in the Executive Council sure did 

notice us.  They all asked how we worked 

together so they can take that information 

back to their chapters.   

What a great ride!  Thank you all for the 

support. 

REGINA DI CASCINA CROCE – Bracco Itali-

ano 

There is no way Regina and I could have 

accomplished the VC title without individual 

and chapter support.  We could not be more 

blessed to have such wonderful chapters 

and a network of people willing to help.  We 

were overwhelmed by your generosity.  We 

owe this to all of you! 

Thank You To: 

Tracy Presson-my mentor and judge and 

good friend!  Cheers! 

 Jeff Derbes-gave me honest feedback and 

pushed both me and Regina when we 

needed it. 

 Greg & Ruth Weiss-gave me your time and 

your energy and asked the tough questions. 

Gabby Awbrey, Brett Marek, Tim Dalton, 

Carlos Hernandez, Juan Hernandez-my com-

rades in arms! 

 Anita Weiss, Cherie Hendrix-thanks for your 

support and laughs during the weekend! 

Gary Willhite, Sylvia Hansen, Richard Tho-

mas-offering to help whenever and wherever 

they could. 

Dave and Angela Awbrey for getting the 

birds 

Parker Jensen – my special gunner! 

The Entire San Diego Chapter 

 The Entire Inland Empire Chapter 

Guido Dei, Jon Vesely and the entire South-

ern California Chapter 

Finally, to my husband Bob Dennis Thanks 

for tolerating my absence every weekend 

and doing the laundry. 

You are the best! 

Ericka Dennis and Regina 
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Meet Piper 

Puppy points she can carry 

toward her FC title. Big 

thanks to Warren Eiz-

man of Fire Storm Bird 

Dogs for working with 

her, taking her along 

and handling her for us! 

She ran so big one day 

she was even lost for a 

bit about 300 yards out. 

The past 2 months have 

been quite busy for 

Miss Piper and the next 

will be even more so. I 

completed her UKC 

Champion title on her, 

Warren got a leg toward 

her JH hunter in addi-

(Continued from page 1) tion to the above field trial 

points, and we still have 

two NAVHDA events and 

more AKC hunt tests 

Randy will run her at over 

the next month and a half. 

We are very thankful to 

have such another wonder-

ful young Weim in our ken-

nel, a big thank you to Win-

some Weims the breeder. 

 

 

Jessica Hanson 

Hanson Weimaraners  

http://www.hansonweims.com/
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The Ropers French Adventure 

My wife and I visited a very large 
chateau in France in September 
owned by an avid hunter that has 
about 75 French hounds. The cha-
teau has been in the family for over 
six centuries. One of his employees 
told me that he hunts deer twice per 
week from late September through 
March on horseback with the dogs 
harvesting deer...using a sword...as 
done for hundreds of years in that 
region of central Europe.  Feeding 

time for the hounds is 5 p.m. daily 
and consists of raw meat (raw whole 
chickens when I viewed) lined up for 
10 meters.  It is a stunning daily rit-
ual watching the hounds wait and 
then devour their meal.  The feeding 
begins somewhat civilized but then 
turns chaotic once the food starts 
running out.      (Click here to go to video) 

Jess Roper and his wife sent in this story and cool video straight from France. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ro3DpXLNSE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ro3DpXLNSE
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Articles of Interest: Canine first aid 
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Training Days 
Guidelines & Procedures 

 

 Dogs are to be under control at all 

times (leash rule is in effect) 

 Everyone in the field must wear blaze 

orange hat, t-shirt or vest and have 

completed a hunter safety class or have 

a hunting license 

 Children are to be supervised and re-

main within the designated parking 

area at all times 

 No Alcohol on premises 

 Shotguns must be break open only 

San Diego Officers 
President:  Ericka Dennis   (760) 634-2250 

Vice President:  Jeff Derbes (858) 409-0191 

Treasurer:  Ed Gebelein (949) 388-1350 

Secretary:  Mark Miller (619)384-5363 

Training Coordinators:  

Gabby Awbrey  (951) 473-5589 

Gary Willhite (619) 672-3264 

Newsletter Editor: Matt Moore (619)300-3770 

 

 

 

We solicit newsletter contributions 

(stories, photographs, recipes, advertise-

ments) from club members. Please send all 

contributions to the editor: Matt Moore 

(honda140@cox.net) 

Matt Moore 

3557 Ponderosa Dr. 

Oceanside, CA. 92058 

Website: www.sandiegonavhda.com 

NORTH AMERICAN VERSA TILE HUNTING DOG 

ASSOCIATION 

SAN DIEGO CHAPTER  
Our national sponsors 

THE UTILITY SOURCE  

mailto:honda140@cox.net
http://www.sandiegonavhda.com/index.html
http://www.tritronics.com/
http://www.uglydoghunting.com/
http://purinaproclub.com/sportingdog/default.aspx/
http://www.ruffedgrousesociety.org/
http://www.pheasantsforever.org/
http://www.quailforever.org/
http://www.sierratradingpost.com/?cm_re=NAVHDA-_-from_navhda-_-to_stp
http://www.cabelas.com/
http://www.garmin.com/garmin/cms/site/us

