
Our Bi -Annual Summer Picnic was a great success.  Thanks to Jim Broderick for 

opening his home to our chapter.  Jim has been a long standing chapter and interna-

tional member and we appreciate his generosity at all of our functions.  There were 

over thirty people in attendance.  The smell of hot dogs and hamburgers filled the air 

and the sight of salads, desserts and beverages covered the counter tops.  No one was 

left wanting.  There were several highlights to the afternoonõs festivities.  My birth-

day to start, games and gifts and chapterõs business of electing new officers. 

Mary Pope provided the classroom, oops I meant party with an excellent ice breaking 

activity, Canine Trivia.  With pen and paper, everyone mingled around the  kitchen, 

living room and patio in conversation to each of the 27 stations.  Did you know there 

were 27 different breeds?  There was deep discussion on a variety of wirehaired 

breeds.  But the low point in the activity was when I got #7 wrong, German Short-

haired Pointer.  I was the only one to do 

so.  No excuses!  The award went to 

Jerry Newton with 17 out of 27 dogs 

identified.  After lunch was served, we 

commenced with the business of the 

day, elections.  Bob Smith, former presi-

dent, conducted one of the quickest elec-

tions anyone has ever seen.  With a 

show of hands and verbal 2nd motion to 

end the elections, a new era of officers 

was ushered in.  Towards the end of the 

day, we concluded our festivities with a 

White Elephant gift exchange and door 

prizes.  Everyone went a way with a gift 

and smile.  
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The first order of business since the election has been to transition the books and re-

sponsibilities over from the outgoing officers to the new officers.  Mission accomplished.  

The new boardõs focus will be on setting the yearõs calendar, addressing the needs of 

handlers for the upcoming hunting season and hunt tests, and seeking out local spon-

sorship and fundraising methods to help with the financial cost of our spring test.   

PLEASE SUPPORT 

NAVHDAõS OFFICIAL 

SPONSORS!  

Lance, Ericka, Gabby & Mary  



Schedule of Events  

8/4-5 -  AKC Test @ Rio Vista 

8/11-12 -  AKC Test @ Rio Vista 

8/11  -  San Diego Chapter Training Day      

 @ Elsinore Ponds  

8/18-19  - AKC @ Rio Vista  

8/25  -  Pampered Chef Show   

 (Fundraiser)  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 AKC Hunt Test  

@ Rio Vista 

5 AKC Hunt Test 

@ Rio Vista 

6 7 8 9 10 11San Diego 

Training Day @ 
Elsinore Ponds (8 am) 

AKC Hunt Test @ 
Rio Vista  

12 AKC Hunt 

Test @ Rio Vista 

13 14 15 16 17 18 AKC Hunt 

Test @ Rio Vista 

19 AKC Hunt 

Test @ Rio Vista 

20 21 22 23 24 25Pampered Chef 

Show@ David 
Awbreyõs House  1:00 
P.M 

26 AKC Hunt 

Test @ Rio Vista 

27 28 29 30 31  
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volumes about our chapter and our leadership.  This 

new board has some big shoes to fill, but the path has 

been laid.   

 

Treasury Report  

July 2003  $3,430.00  

July 2007  $4110.00  

Assets : 

1 Banner, 1 Kayak, 1 case Winchester of Poppers,  

50 San Diego NAVHDA T -Shirts  

Our chapter has been around since 1985 and itõs never 

been as well off as it is today.  Thanks to our outgoing 

officers, Bob and Jackie Smith, Nancy Hall, Jerry New-

ton, Vironica Oktonia and David Awbrey.   

They have done so much for our chapter.  They have 

given up their personal and family time.  Their leader-

ship in providing sound training strategies and monthly 

training days has directly led to our successful qualify-

ing NA scores.  Their organization has had a profound 

affect on the growth of membership.  We hear all too 

often from the voices of inexperienced handlers the ex-

citement and relief of finding such a helpful club.  That 

speaks volumes.  Theyõve created a sense of unity 

through the chapter website, annual Christmas parties 

and a monthly newsletter.  This board has also been 

very fiscally responsible and as a result it has been able 

to send an officer each year to the International 

NAVHDA meeting.  At the last annual meeting in Coun-

cil Bluffs, Iowa, our delegate was encouraged by an in-

ternational officer to submit a bid for the 2009 Annual 

NAVHDA meeting on behalf of our chapter.  No bid was 

submitted but it is nice to be asked.  Again, that speaks 

Chapterõs Legacy 

PLEASE SUPPORT NAVHDAõS 

OFFICIAL SPONSORS!  



The duck search is the big event in the water portion of 

the NAVHDA Utility Test.  In order to have a qualifying 

score a dog must earn a score of ò2 or betteró.  If a han-

dler is seeking a prize I, they must earn a score of ò4ó in 

this event.  Each event is given a 

weighted score.  The duck search 

is weighted at an index score of 

ò5ó. For those handlers and dogs 

who have come before you, there 

was a huge learning curve.  Some 

may even go as far to say that the 

process was painful and heart 

breaking.  But lessons were 

learned. A successful search may 

occur like the following scenario.  

Dog and handler walk to the edge 

over looking a body of water or 

marsh with plenty of cover to hide 

a duck.  Handler shoots off a 

round and commands a òfetchó.  It is 

at this moment that spectators wit-

ness an independent search with little or no extra com-

mands by the handler.  The big picture is to see a dog 

search as much of the pond within the allotted time of 

ten minutes.  Some dogs find the duck and give chase 

and return before too long and are re -sent to continue 

the search.  Seems simple enough some 

might say.  But for many of our mem-

bers this event has been one of two 

downfalls.  How do we get our dogs to go 

into the water without a mark or fallen 

duck?  How do we get our dogs to ex-

tend?  The answer is simple.  Ducks, 

ducks and more ducks.  To learn more 

about the duck search, come to our train-

ing day on Saturday, August 11th at 

Elsinore Ponds.  If any member is inter-

ested in working towards the Utility test 

in the future, here are a few things to 

consider:   1) Force fetch is a must.  2) 

Practice the water search on land.  3)  

Line drill your dog up to 50 yards.  4) Shoot over 

your dog and send without a visual, trust is key.  

Always make your dog successful.  

thinks the dog knows how to do it.  We want our dogs to 

fail, it is an opportunity to correct and lead.  Once pinch 

and stimulation has results, then just stimulate.  Then 

transition out of the hog tie to a less restrictive lead 

while on the table.  Begin the process again with pinch 

and stimulation.  It has already been taught but it needs 

to be reinforced while the dog has the opportunity to 

choose between jumping off the table and hanging or 

learning to turn off the pressure by reaching and hold-

ing bumper.  Dogs will continue to challenge handler at 

all stages.  When the dog learns to reach on stimula-

tions, we can then name the command, fetch.  

Begin with the dog hog tied and e -c on the neck as a 

point of contact, handler holds a bumper in front dogs 

mouth but out of reach.  Donõt allow the dog to antici-

pate and reach before stimulation.  Dogs need to work 

on handlerõs terms.  One hand holds the bumper and the 

other at the point of contact established in previous les-

sons (ear or toe pinch) with e -c in hand.  Simultaneously 

pinch and stimulate, dog should reach for bumper.  If 

not, adjust stimulation up and repeat.  Some handlers 

may experience a dog that struggles or fights back be-

cause of the new pressure.  Usually, this occurs when 

handlers have rushed through the previous stages and 

  Top Dog      Pampered Chef Fundraiser  

Duck Search  

Force Breaking, Part III : Overlaying the Electric Collar  

Dog's Name: Destiny  Dog Owner: Gabriel Awbrey  

Age: 3 Yrs 5 months (Female)  

Breed & Standard: German Shorthair  

Accomplishments:  NA 112/Prize I, 

Twice Prize I, Twice No Prize  

Favorite Type of Hunting: Pheasants & 

Ducks  

Most Memorable Moment:  Sunday 

opening duck weekend last year and Destiny retrieved 

12 of 14 ducks  at Wister.  

Destiny, GSP, after a successful duck chase 
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Angela Awbrey will host a Pampered Chef Fundraiser for 

our chapter on August 25th @ 5:00 P.M.  Sharon Awbrey 

will donate 20% of all sales to the chapter.  Thank you 

Sharon for your generosity.  Please call Angela Awbrey 

(760) 789-1175 to RSVP.   

Directions:  67 Hwy to Ramona, right 

on Dye Road and proceed 200 yards and 

street bends to the left and continue for 

another 200 yards and house with all 

the palm trees 2958 Dye Road.  

òTWELVE OF FOURTEEN 

DUCK RETRIEVESó 



Gabriel Awbrey 

35789 Ruby Court 

Winchester, CA 

92596 

SAN DIEGO CHAPTER 

OF NAVHDA  

try Chapter test on the first week-

end and the Grand Canyon Chapter 

on the last weekend of the month.  

Check out international website 

www.navhda.org and  the state 

wildlife website www.dfg.ca.gov for 

more details.  

The Elsinore Ponds provide a vari-

ety of opportunities for our dogs.  

There are several handlers working 

towards their Utility title and a 

number of handlers starting their 

Natural Ability work.  On behalf of 

Our next training day will be on 

August 11th at the Elsinore Ponds 

at 8:00 A.M.  This is a particularly 

different venue than we are used 

too.  It is located off an unmarked 

road and has the Elsinore Mall as a 

back drop to our ponds.  Many lo-

cals use these ponds to fish out of so 

our officers will be arriving early to 

claim several ponds for our use.  

Everyone needs to pay attention to 

their dogs when at the shore line or 

in the water due to the occasional 

fishing lines that are abandoned 

and well hidden.  

The number one goal of our chapter 

is to prepare our membership for 

the hunting season and up and com-

ing tests.  The month of October 

will be busy.  Duck and Quail 

opener on the second weekend in 

Arizona and the third weekend in 

California.  Handlers wanting to 

test their dogs have the Backcoun-

both groups, please come out to help 

and the favor will be returned.  Our 

training coordinator, Jeff Morey 

(619-654-0727), will be on site.  So 

please RSVP with him or check in 

with him when you arrive so you 

can be properly placed in an appro-

priate group level.  If you are in 

need of birds, please contact David 

& Angela Awbrey (760) 789 -1175. 

We highly recommend hip boots, 

chest waders and a change of cloth-

ing.  

Elsinore Ponds  

 

 

Primary Address Label  PLEASE SUPPORT NAVHDAõS 

OFFICIAL SPONSORS!  

Phone: (951) 764-9329 
Email: gabby071470@cs.com 

Website: www.sandiegonavhda.com 

 
Guidelines & Procedures  

All dogs shall be under 

control, leash rule is in 

effect  

Children shall be super-

vised and remain in the 

parking lot area  

No alcoholic beverages  


